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Welcome to the
Bellevue Little Theatre!

To Our Friends and Patrons,

The Board of Directors of the Bellevue Little Theatre extends a warm
welcome to our 56th Season!

First and foremost, we would like to express our deepest gratitude to
our loyal season ticket holders. Your continued support and
investment in the Bellevue Little Theatre are the cornerstones of our
success. If you have yet to become a season ticket holder, we
encourage you to do so.

Our season would not be possible without the generous support of
our Sponsors and Contributors. Your contributions are invaluable and
greatly appreciated. Each of you is acknowledged in every program
throughout the year, reflecting our gratitude for your essential role in
helping us deliver top-notch productions.

Since its inception over 50 years ago, the Bellevue Little Theatre has
been dedicated to fostering an inclusive and safe environment. We
strive to ensure that every community member feels a sense of
belonging, regardless of ethnicity, age, gender, disability, sexual
orientation, gender identity, religion, country of origin, or other
factors. We hope that everyone involved in our productions, whether
onstage or behind the scenes, recognizes their importance to the
BLT. We welcome everyone to auditions and invite inquiries about
other available positions within the theatre.

Thank you for being part of our vibrant theatre community. We look
forward to sharing this remarkable season with you.

Joey Lorincz
President/Treasurer, BLT Board of Directors



The 56" Season has
been dedicated to
Robin A Klusmire

May 51954 ~ April 24,2024



Gold & Silver Patrons

Gold Patrons

Mark Anding Dr Victoria Roche
Gordon & Clara Sue Arnsdorff Sissy Katelman Silber
Elizabeth & Gary Edwards Mary Sullivan

Bob & Lorraine Jeffus [rene Wolfe

Sandra Kunneman Dr Anthony J Yonkers
K. Wayne & Carole Lainof

Leslie Pahre

Silver Patrons

Linda Head MD Anthony Secrist
James & Donna Peet Laurenti Sharon Strawn

Season Ticket Winner
Charleen Anderson




Production Sponsors

For Young Frankenstein
Bravo National Dance & Talent Competition (Stagehand)
Friends of the BLT (Underwriter)

For It’s a Wonderful Life
Clara Sue & Gordon Arnsdorff (Designer)

For The Girl on the Train
Hillcrest (Stagehand)

For The Sound of Music
Friends of the BLT (Designer)

Sponsorship Levels

STAGEHAND
$500
-15 Tickets for production
-Quarter page in program

DESIGNER
$1000
-20 Tickets for production
-Poster in lobby
-Half page in program
-Advertisement on website



Underwriter/Partner Levels

UNDERWRITER

$2000
-30 Tickets for production; 10 Tickets for remainder of season
-Poster in lobby
-Full page in program
-Advertisement on website, print materials
-Cocktail party following a performance

ORCHESTRA UNDERWRITER

$4000
-60 Tickets for Opening Night; 20 Tickets for remainder of season
-Recognition in prerecorded announcement or during curtain speech
& on title page of program
-Poster in lobby
-Full page in program
-Advertisement on website, print materials
-Cocktail party following a performance

MUSICAL PRODUCING PARTNER
$8000
-125 Tickets for Opening Night; 40 Tickets for remainder of season
-Recognition in prerecorded announcement or during curtain speech
& on title page of program
-Poster in lobby
-Full page in program
-Advertisement on website, print materials
-Cocktail party following a performance
-Use of theater for an event during the summer



It’s A Wonderful Life

A new stage adaptation based on the classical film.
Written by John Arnsdorff and D Laureen Pickle

Director
Laureen Pickle

Asst Director Stage Manager
John Arnsdorff Riley Pope
Sound Designer Props & Set Dresser

Joe Mokrycki John Arnsdorff

Lighting Designer Costume Designer

Joey Lorincz Leah Skorupa-Mezger

Scenic Designer Projectionist
Jim Farmer Brandy Prettyman

Performance materials provided by
Bellevue Little Theatre

Production Logo and Poster Graphic Artist: Barbara Boicourt
Copyright law prohibits the use of electronic recording devices.



Production Crew

Board Operator
Set Build/Paint Crew

Backstage Crew

Spot Operator

Asst Stage Manager
Playbelle Editor

Box Office/Season Tickets
Production Committee

Interpreters on December 20
Lobby Display courtesy of

Julia Harker, Adam Hogston

Jim Farmer, Brandy Prettyman, BevVan Phillips,

Camryn Nelson, Servando Blue, Juelyus Mashek,
Wankan Hdi White, John Arnsdorff

Jorden Prettyman, Travis Prettyman,

D Laureen Pickle

Camille Hickey, Dean Pope, Shelby Spencer
Travis Prettyman, Cameron Nelson
Freja Swartz

Joey Lorincz

Toni Menear

Toni Menear, Riley Pope
Eric Henery-Cavanaugh,
Mark Reid, Joey Lorincz
Todd Uhrmacher

Pamela Duncan, Traci Patzner
Daniel Henery-Cavanaugh

Thank You...

The cast and crew of It’s a Wonderful Life thank the following
organizations and individuals for their contribution.

Chris Morehead- CJ Metals
Mills Masquers

Julian McGuigan
Kanesville Kollectibles
City of Bellevue

Durham Museum

Chanticleer Community Theater
Kari Drake

Deb Spencer

Apollo Heating and Air

Rusty Hike Real Estate



2024-25 Contributors

ANZelS...uueeeserrsenssnnnssnnnsnnnsannesenness.$2,500 and Up

Friends of the BLT

Producers........ccceeecssenecssnescsnnncsnnncsnnceness. $1000-$2,499

Clara Sue & Gordon Arnsdorff

Victoria Roche

Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society

Directors

Rod & Cindy Anderson
Rosemary Pauley
& Tim Daugherty

Builders.....cccceveueeeeeceenene.

Bill Gaus
Steve Gentle

.............................. $500 - $999

Greg & Kris Ongert
Bravo National Dance
& Talent Competition

$250 - $499

Linda Head, M.D.
James & Donna Peet-Laurenti

Donors $100 - $249
Carol Broderick Brian Moti

Patricia Cangelosi Marilyn Parker

Janet Haake Lloyd & Betty Russo

Mike Markey Sara Sullivan

Friends $50 - $99

Scott & Carrie Bagnell
Robert & Deanna Cline
Elizabeth & Gary Edwards

Janet Keplinger
Shari Moseley
Bonnie White



Supporters

Lloyd & Retha Dowding
Debbie Halley

Sharon Jedlicka

Marilyn Mikula

Marta Nieves

For Robin Klusmire Memorial:

Debbie Cline

Gary & Carol Miller
William & Janis Dwyer
John & Janet Macklin
Michael & Janet Branner

For Brian Callaghan Memorial:

John Wagner & Carolyn McNamara
Walt Jesteadt & Donna Neff

Gene & Deborah Bredin

Giles Monif

Renee & Michael Chekal

up to $49

Beverly Novotny

Sissy Katelman Silber
George & Cheryl Weber
Sandy Zdan

Steve Rau

Clara Sue & Gordon Arnsdorff
Sherry Fletcher

Gary & Paula Groff

Clara Sue & Gordon Arnsdorff
Toni Menear

Douglas & Kim Lee Regier
Tamara Teten

BLT Board of Directors

Joey Lorincz

Toni Menear

Clara Sue Arnsdorff
Lauren Gilmore

Eric Henery-Cavanaugh

Jenny Cupak-Carroll
Jim Farmer
Adam Fulbright
Tom Gilmore

Gary Groff
Brian Henning
Pam Johnson

Riley Pope

President/Treasurer

Vice President
Corresponding Secretary
Recording Secretary
Member at Large

Mark Reid
Sara Scott
Todd Uhrmacher



TTiE CAKE SPECIALIST

Specializing in wedding and all occasion cakes

OMAHA ORGANIZATION
For THE PURPOSE OF STORYTELLING

Our purpose s encouraging and nuturing storytellers in
the oral tradition by providing an educational emvironment
and oppourtunities for live performance

Monthly Meetings: 3rd Sundays, 2:00 P.M.
La Vista Library: 9110 Giles Rd. Omaha, NE

@aﬁc (gxpremimm., chc.

Www cakeexpressionsinc.com
Like us on Face Book!

402-933-4158 3503 Samson W [
DebbiafdCakeexpressionsine.com SBel::L’L :z gall;l;100

Bellevue Artists Association

Promoting the arts and artists through community,
inspiration, programs, sponsored art shows, artist of
the month, awards and community involvement.

Contact pullumjane@aol.com to learn more




Kewi' s Donce Sfocdic

Find your wings... Take Flight

N

Offering classes in Tap, Jazz, Ballet,

Lyrical, Hip Hop, Musical Theater,
Acrobats, and more!

gty 18 nocthy 1o 18 yeus

1851 Madison Ave.
Council Bluffs
BELLEVUE FAMILY PRACTICE
Belleyue
2206 Longo Drive, Suite 201 / Bellevue
F amﬂY * Acute & Sa’me Day Appts.
Practice.rc + Male/Female Hormones
A Lfetime of Healtheare™ « Anti-Aging & Preventative Medicine
Office: (402) 292-9170 James T Biskup, M.D. Keri Lazure, PA-C
Fax: {:111]2) 2020119 Carmen Magistro, PA-C Nlcole Weedman,

Answering Service: (402) 536-600:0
www.bellevuefamilypractice.com

STEVE’S FLOOR COVERING, INC.
“Quality Service Since 1978”

Sales ¢ Installation * Carpet » Laminate * Vinyl *
Hardwood * Re-stretches * Repairs

2223 Madison Street, Bellevue, NE 68005 402-291-2158




Proud Supporter of
The Bellevue Little Theatre

s > PN
< il L

Honored to Be Working with Our Bellevue Clients

Thomas F. Ackley — Real Estate / Banking & Finance
Teresa A. Beaufait - M&A / Securities
James F. Cann - Litigation
Roberta L. Christensen — Intellectual Property
Ryan J. Sevcik — Employment Law / Immigration
Matthew J. Speiker — Banking & Finance

James A. Tews - Estate Planning

Richard D. Vroman — Health Care
Alexander J. Wolf - Estate Planning & Nonprofit

KOLEYBJESSEN
ATTORNEYS

1125 South 103rd Street, 800 402 390 9500 koleyjessen.com




WBellebue Memorial
FFuneral Chapel

HEAFEY-HEAFEY-HOFFMAN-DWORAK- CUTLER
DAVID STRANGLEN, DIRECTOR

Spacious Chapel Services In All
Facilities Price Ranges
Serving Families Pre-Arrangement

Plans

2202 HANCOCK - 291-5000 'R Cibvminn

114 W Mission Ave - Bellevue, NE 68005
(402) 291-5808 - ApolloHtg.com

/ /)
Luigt
ITALIAN RESTAURANT

101 W MISSION AVE, BELLEVUE, NE
(402)292-1033

MONDAY - SATURDAY
11AM.-9P.M.

HOME MADE ~ FRESH ~ COMFORT

DINE-IN ~ CARRY OUT ~ CATERING

MILITARY & SENIOR DISCOUNTS
AVAILABLE




*Adair

DANCE ACADEMY, INC

Artistry * Enrichment

Experience

Adair Dance provides professional
instruction for the dancer who seeks
dance for the joy of movement,
as well as rigorous training for the
dancer who wants to pursue a
career in the performing arts.

OLDE TOWNE
TAVERX

107 W Mission Ave. [y ol
402-932-5699 Established 1993

Dick Rupert Ins Agcy Inc
Dick Rupert, Agent
408 W Mission Ave

Bellevue, NE 68005
Bus: 402-291-0900

Completely Free Checking

I I

With no minimum balance and no monthly uttl n g yo u
service charge, you'll get access to all the -

account features you want without added fees. fl rst m a d e

And get a free gift when you open a new account!

WEST GATE BANK

you

westgate.bank | 402.291.2000 . (% St at e Fa rm




302 GALVINRD N
BELLEVUE, NE 68005

GALVIN 402-293-1775
GLASS TOLL FREE
1-800-583-1775

Wissinn Sye
e, ME

Tuesday-Friday: 10-6, Thuisday: 10-8, Saturday: 9-3



Residential
Commercial
l & Land

REAL ESTATE —__—

Sales

& Management

402-291-2500 HikeRealEstate.com

Norma L. Le Clerc
Your Fuller Brush Dealer

1802 Brenda Drive
Bellevue, NE 68003
(402) 292-3036

2N
ACADEMY &y

3

Bellevue Dance Academy
11800 S. 25th Street
Bellevue, NE 68123

Performing Arts Studio
2264 Franklin Street

Bellevue, NE 68005
’ 402-291-3727

~ /
.. /W info@belIevuedanceacademy.cop‘i




John Westcott
402-2902-5585
Johnsbodyco@amail.com

REPAIR & REFINISHING
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC

Honda Cars Of Bellevue

Serving The Heartland, One Happy Honda Customer At A Time!

- N 1020 Lincoln Rd.
KNIGHTS Bellevue, NE 68005
EVENT CENTER (402) 291-6887

(300+ Capacity) (402) 689-4142

Available for | Knightseventcenter@gmail.com
ALL Public & www.knightseventcenterbellevue.com
Military Events| (£h) Bellevue Knight's Event Center

We can provide all the requirements for your event....
Catering, Complete Menu options and a Full Bar are available




204 E Mission Ave, Bellevue NE

AOPL-D—FTA>TY

27
STANDARD -‘}ﬁ
PLUMBING
REPAIRS
REMODELS SERVlcE

SMALL DRAIN CLEANING

(402) 292-7632
MONTE REICKS
OWNER BELLEVUE, NE 68005

IneStyles

Thste, Learn and i :

1006 S 74th Plz Omaha, NE

531-721-2099 Ata Rodgers- Owner
Nicole Chizek- General Manager




THANKS TO OUR

e‘ /53
“S CUSTOMERS
\ FOR VOTING US THE
S‘E\ o/ BEST BURGER
eR@f INOMAHA

T

“Serving World Famous Hamburgers Since 1936”
106 GALVIN D, BELLEVUE, NE - 402-291-6068 - OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY, 11AM - 9 PM

TERRY’S

AUTO & TRUCK
REPAIR

202 E. MISSION
BELLEVUE, NE

DIAL 402-291-7000
Certified Auto Mechanic
Complete Automotive
Service

tLIGHT HOUSE

CAFE & COFFEE




BELLEYVUE

TIRE & AUTO SERVICE, INC.
SINCE 1987
Complete Auto Repair & Service

HENB] H%\, R .
r“ g WINNER
_.r ﬂ_ —A A A BEST AUTO
(_Awahds SERVICE REPAIR
S WINNER - NS A

2111 FRANKLIN STREET,
OLpe TownNE BELLEVUE

402-292-8533

Luxurious Living.
Remarkable Rehab.
Compassionate Care.

25N
Hillcrest
Health & Living

hillcresthealth.com

PROUD SPONSOR OF &
5://4:«;5 Z///% ﬂufw



SHELTERBELT THEATRE

By Mark Harvey Levine

Directors’ Note

| cannot begin to express how delighted | am to see this production come to
fruition! John Arnsdorff and | have been working on it for nearly 2 years and
it has truly been a labor of love. | could not have picked a better partnerin
crime than John, as we often share a brain, more importantly, when we
don’t, we have enough respect for each other to consider carefully. We both
have loved the film It’s a Wonderful Life for as long as we can remember and
when the script became public domain, we knew we had to bring it to life on
the Bellevue Little Theatre stage. Although we drew this conclusion
independently, it became apparent quickly that we should work on it
together. The inclusion of period music was a given, considering John and |
are both musicians, and searching out some of the more obscure numbers
has been a delight! Once we got it written and approved, we wondered if
anyone else would be interested in joining our adventure. To our delight, a
whole lot of actors felt the same way! This cast is full of marvelous human
beings with immeasurable talent and generous hearts. The crew is
dedicated, efficient and incredibly engaged in our success. We are all family.
How very lucky we are! This show represents the very best of humanity and
fills our hears with its message - you are not alone, you matter, you make a
difference, and our lives are richer with you in it. This is our holiday gift to
you. Take it and share it with everyone you know. Maybe together we can
make this world a better place. We hope that you enjoy this production
every bit as much as we have enjoyed presenting it to you. Happy Holidays
from the cast and crew of It’s a Wonderful Life and the Bellevue Little
Theatre! -D Laureen Pickle and John Arnsdorff
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Meet the Cast

DAI’ONE ACTON (Paper Boy) is excited to make his
stage debut at Bellevue Little Theatre. He is currently in
3" grade and is homeschooled going on 2.5 years. In
his free time, Dai’One loves to sing karaoke, go on
vacations and camp out at campgrounds, play

L B B 1 basketball and go fishing. He also loves to play at the
park He absolutely loves to be on stage and entertain others or make
others feel good.

FELICIA ARIZA (Mrs Martini) is thrilled to be back for
her sixth show at BLT. Other BLT credits include 9 to 5
(Missy Hart), The Prom (Ensemble), Footloose

» (Ensemble), Grease (Ensemble) and Big (Ensemble).

" Other credits from Chanticleer and OCP include Into

L, the Woods (Cinderella’s Mother/Snow White), Joseph
(Benjamln) and A Christmas Carol ‘22 (Belle Fezziwig). Felicia is a full-
time assistant preschool teacher. She also sings at her church, and is a
member of Omaha Mastersingers. Feel free to follow her on IG
@ferosearizamezzo. She would love to thank her family for their love
and support.

FINNIAN BIRNLEY (Tommy) Finn is excited to make his
stage debut at Bellevue Little Theatre. He is currently
in Kindergarten at Franklin Elementary School in
Council Bluffs. In his free time, Finn loves to play
baseball and soccer, tease his older sisters Payton and
. i M Sophia, travel with his family for vacation, play
Pokemon and Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles on Switch and to be
outside either swimming at the lake or collecting eggs at the farm.




JONI BOSE (Zuzu) is excited to make her debut here at
The Bellevue Little Theatre. Joni is a fun loving 4th
grader who is involved in many activities including
dance, gymnastics, softball, and volleyball.

WYATT BOURGEOIS (Pete) has been acting his entire
life. He has large sections of his favorite audiobooks
memorized and recites upon request. Official roles
have included Ned Poins in King Henry IV and various
short skits in school drama club. He collaborates with
siblings to make skits at family get-togethers. This is his
first performance with The Bellevue Little Theatre.

ADDLEY BRODHEAD (Young Mary) is a 12 year old
student that has found a passion for theatre. This will
be her first performance with Bellevue Little Theatre
~and her second show ever. She made her debut this

| past summer in a local production called Table Grace
the Musical. When Addley is not busy on the stage, she
also en]oys competing with her basketball team, attending school,
spending time with her friends/family and playing the cello. Addley
hopes you enjoy the show!

ARLENE CHURCH (Nicola) is a first-time actor and
originally from Woodstock, GA. She moved to Omaha
in December 2023. Arlene went to theater camp last
summer and made up her own short play with her
acting group. She also does cheer leading and looks

: forward to participating in more acting opportunities.




PHYLLIS CREMONINI (Mrs Bailey) is excited to be back
. in her 19th production at BLT. She was last seen in the

ensemble of Young Frankenstein and as Mrs. Greene in
The Prom. Phyllis has performed locally in numerous
musicals/plays over the years, including the leading role
| asldain The Cemetery Club at Chanticleer Theater.
Phylhs is a proud member of Omaha’s MasterSingers. A native of
Massachusetts, she first caught the acting bug when she was cast as
Agent 99 in her high school production Get Smart. She is a retired
National Park Ranger who loves to travel internationally as well as
spend time with her creatures, friends, and family.

RALEIGH DEGNER (Francesca) is appearing in her first
N show at Bellevue Little Theatre. She has previously

gy performed with Chanticleer Children's Theatre as an

! ensemble player in Oliver Jr. and Beauty and the Beast
Jr. In her spare time, Raleigh enjoys spending time with
b BEES  family, crafting and listening to music. Her favorite
artists are Olivia Rodrigo and Taylor Swift.

DAVID ENGEBRETSON (Young George) is thrilled to be
at BLT as young George Bailey. A theatre enthusiast,
their favorite past roles include Cogsworth at
Chanticleer’s Beauty and the Beast and the Fox in Circle
Theater’s The Little Prince. David is a 5th grader at

‘ A Arbor View in Elkhorn. Their dream roles include
Seymour in Little Shop of Horrors or Karen in Mean Girls. Merry
Christmas one and all!




| NINETTE ROSE EXLINE (Mrs Davis) will be playing Mrs.
Davis/Ensemble in her theater debut in It’s A Wonderful
Life. Ninette Rose has had a passion for performing
since she was a Stepper-ettes in high school. She now
performs in Big ShowChoir and Ballroom dances for

! Just Dance. Ninette Rose’s sons graduated from
Crelghton UmverSIty, her youngest with a musical theater degree. She
has had the pleasure of watching them perform in over 30 shows.
Ninette Rose now finds herself a single empty nester and dreams to
try her talents in theater and is thrilled it’s at BLT.

ADAM J FULBRIGHT (Sam) is thrilled to be performing
at the BLT for his 6th time, most recently as Frederick
Frankenstein in Young Frankenstein. It's a Wonderful
Life is his 66th production. His resume includes Phil
Davis (White Christmas), Kenickie (Grease), Al (A Chorus
Line) and Puck (A Midsummer Night's Dream). Technical
work: A Christmas Carol (special effects), Sherlock Holmes (stage
manager), and most recently, Beauty and the Beast Jr. (assistant
props). In 2018, he received the award for best supporting actor from
the Nebraska Highschool Theater Awards. In addition, he serves on
the Board of Directors at the Bellevue Little Theatre. This will mark his
20th year performing theater in the Omaha metro.

BARB FULBRIGHT (Lola) appreciates the opportunity
to be part of the adult ensemble of It's A Wonderful Life
at Bellevue Little Theatre. She has performed at

| Chanticleer Theatre, The Florence Melodrama and The
Omaha Press Club Show. Barb is excited to be sharing

# the stage with her son Adam.




JACOB GOETZ (Marty) is excited to be a part of It’s a
4 Wonderful Life and his third production at Bellevue
. Little Theatre and his 30th production ever. Jacob was
~ last seen on the Bellevue Little Theatre stage in the Tap
Ensemble of Young Frankenstein. Other credits include:
. Dickon in The Secret Garden (Mills Masquers), Teen
Ensemble in The Prom (BLT) and Jake in Table Grace: The Musical
(various theatres). Outside of theatre, Jacob has a Bachelor's Degree
in Music Education from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and is
currently the general music teacher at Liberty Elementary in Omaha
Public Schools.

' DENISE GLOCK (Tilly) is very excited to be returning to
| the Bellevue Little Theatre stage after a 36-year
absence and to play the role of Cousin Tilly in one of
her all-time favorites! Her last production at the BLT
was as Laurie in Oklahoma (1988). Other favorite roles
i include Sheila in Hair (Septemberfest), Tuptim in The
ng and l and Hodel in Fiddler on the Roof (Mills Masquers), Ernestina
Money in Hello Dolly (Upstairs Dinner Theatre), Little Bo Peep in Babes
in Toyland (Rudyard Norton Theatre) and various other roles.
However, she has been starring in her very favorite role since March,
2024 as G-MA to her first grandchild, Baker.

BEE HAMPTON (Freddie) is so excited to bein It's a
Wonderful Life! This will be her second production at
BLT, last appearing in White Christmas as the Snow
Queen/Dance Ensemble. She was most recently in
Crazy For You as a Follie Girl at PACT and A Chorus Line
‘ as Lois at the Chanticleer. Bee would like to thank her
parents and friends who give her the joy and confidence to perform
on stage every night! She hopes you enjoy the show.




MAIRI JOHNSON (Mary) appeared in over 15 shows in

= the Twin Cities area, including The Wizard of Oz
L (Dorothy, St. Odilia Community), Happy Prince (Angel,

SOCQ), Hello! My Baby (Betty Gold, Mounds View High

. School) and Three Musketeers (D’Artagnan, MVHS).

Mairi was lead storyteller at the Princess Court,

anesota Renaissance Festival. This is her Nebraska debut and she is
thrilled to be joining the Bellevue Little Theatre and broader Nebraska
theatre community. A special thank you to Mairi’s family and friends
who traveled to share in the show.

Buzzfeed.

TREY KELLY (Nick) is back for his second show with the
BLT and heis thrilled to be back! Both on stage and
behind the scenes, Trey has done a handful of shows
this year. Including A Chorus Line, Table Grace and BLT’s
production of Young Frankenstein. When he isn’t on
stage, Trey can be found writing personality quizzes for

STEVEN KNOX (Ernie) is very happy to be doing his
third show with BLT. He was a Stage Manager for
White Christmas and was in the Tap Ensemble for
Young Frankenstein. He graduated from the University
of Nebraska at Omaha with a Bachelor of
Multidisciplinary Studies with a concentration in

Theatre. He has spent many years on stage and off stage. Some of his
favorites are Cabaret, How To Succeed In Business, Valley Of The Dolls,
LaCage Aux Folles and Into The Woods and he is also exited to Stage
Manage, The Girl On The Train this season at BLT.



CHRIS LATTA (Bert) is excited to return to the BLT
stage. He has been in several shows with the Ralston
Community Theater including their recent productions
of The Addams Family & Something Rotten!. He is a
vocalist, having performed with several symphonic

. choruses and opera productions along with musical
productions both on the stage and behind the podium. He is a choir
director of 20+ years and currently teaches elementary music for
Bellevue Public Schools. He is married to Meg Latta and father of two.

VIENNA MAAS (Young Violet) is excited to be back on
the BLT stage! Her favorite credits include Mary Lennox
in The Secret Garden (Mills Masquers), Susan Waverly
in White Christmas (BLT), Tiny Tim in A Christmas Carol
(OCP), Madison in School of Rock (OCP) and Lulu in the

!Q First National Tour of Waitress. She can also be seenin
local commercials and films. Vienna is a 6™ grader who enjoys singing,
acting, Trampoline and Tumbling and bike riding with friends. She is
excited to perform with this talented cast, and hopes you enjoy the
show!

CLAIRE MAHONEY (Violet) is delighted to be returning
$ to BLT for the third time! She was last seen as Ellie in
Girls’ Weekend and Julie in The Perfect Wedding. Other
recent theater credits include: Annelle in Steel
Magnolias (Bennington Community Theater), Kathryn
| Schaub in Radium Girls (Lofte Community Theater),
Rose Lennox in The Secret Garden and Charlotte in The Charlotte’s
Web Musical (Mills Masquers). She is also a member of Mastersingers
Omaha and The Dinner Detective. Claire would like to dedicate her
performance to the late Brian Callaghan, her “Theater Dad” that
encouraged her to audition for BLT’s Season 56 shows.




BEVVAN PHILLIPS (Annie) is simply stoked to join
Bellevue Little Theatre in an adaptation of one of her
favorite holiday movies. She feels fortunate to have
had the opportunity to play Randa in the Savannah
Sipping Society and Ethel in On Golden Pond this year,
both at the Chanticleer. She is also a member of The
Dinner Detective cast and was able to participate in this year’s
Florentine Player’s Annual Melodrama and the Great Plains Theater
Conference. She is an eight-year veteran at Eagle Hollow ScreamPark,
joining their team as a trainer this year.

PATRICK POPE (Martini) is a former teacher / current
administrator with the Omaha Public Schools. This is
his second production with Bellevue Little Theatre. His
last appearance was in Footloose where he played
Principal Clark. During his teaching career, he worked

- on numerous school productions, hoping to inspire an
mterest in theater amongst his students. He is excited to be working
again with his stage manager daughter, Riley Pope, and her suitor,
Adam Fulbright. Patrick would like to thank his friend, stage and TV
actor John Wesley Shipp, for the support.

MARK W REID (Potter) is thrilled to return to the BLT.
Mark is a veteran of the U.S. Navy (35 years) and of
| community theatres in Italy, Florida, Virginia,
| Tennessee, Washington, Nebraska and lowa. Among
his 100+ shows, he counts Chess (Walter), Dracula (Van
2 Helsing), Picnic (Harold) and Moon Over Buffalo
(Rlchard) among his favorites. A playwright who has written 12 plays,
he is constantly thrilled to challenge himself in new roles and thanks
the directors for their patience, the cast for their amazing talent and
his Nebraska friends and family for their love and support. As always,
love to husband Jim, mom Susie and children Camryn, Servando,
Juelyus and Wankan Hdi.




MADISON SCHUETH (Principal) is in her first show at
Bellevue Little Theatre! Recently, she has done summer
melodramas for the Fremont Opera House, and was
part of Beauty and the Beast at Elkhorn Community
Theatre (Ensemble). While she has never seen It’s a
Wonderful Life she is more than thrilled to be a part of
such a wonderful cast, at such a special time of year! She would love
to thank her family for loving and supporting her in every show. And
for putting up with her obsession for all things Christmas.

SHILOH SKOU (Young Harry) is an actor, student, and is
involved in orchestra, gymnastics, and soccer. This is
the first play that Shiloh has auditioned for, and she is
very excited to be on stage for the very first time!
Shiloh is very kind, respectful, caring, charismatic and
the bestest big sister in the world!

ANDREW SODEN (Harry) is excited to be starring in his
first BLT show alongside his lovely wife. He was last
seen in Agatha Christie's A Murder Is Announced as
Edmund Swettenham. Some of his past theater credits
include: Shrek, Jekyll and Hyde and White Christmas at
the Wilson. He was also in A Tale of Two Cities, The
Secret Garden and Mamma Mia! at Mills Masquers. Outside of the
theater Andrew works at Aviture as a Software Engineer. He enjoys
gaming, playing DND and spending time with his two rescue dogs
Tara and Tiana. Andrew would like to thank his mother Kay for
inspiring his love of theater.




DANIE SODEN (Ruth) is charmed to be making her
debut at BLT. Danie is a stay-at-home dog mom that is
working on pursuing her dream to be a writer.
Previous favorite roles include: Mrs Medlock in The
Secret Garden, Seamstress Claudaun in Tale of Two

% | Cities, Ensemble in Jekyll and Hyde, Phillipa Haymes in
Agatha Chrtst:e s A Murder is Announced and Britney in Table Grace the
Musical. When Danie is not on stage you can find her with her nose in
a book in her library or singing in the Omaha Mastersingers. Danie
would love to thank her husband Andrew for always supporting and
encouraging her to be the best she can be.

JAE STARLING (Mrs Hatch) is thrilled to be a part of
this production of It’s a Wonderful Life. Jae returns to
the stage at Bellevue Little Theatre after finishing the
production of A Murder is Announced at Mills Masquers
' in October and Table Grace the Musical at various

i theaters this summer. Aside from acting, singing and
dancmg, Jae works in Early Childhood Education and always has a
song to sing. This winter Jae will also be performing with
Mastersingers, and is excited to embark on many more adventures to
come.

FRED VOGEL (George Bailey) is overjoyed to be back at
BLT for his second show! Fred is the drama teacher at
Beveridge Middle School - where he is currently
directing Check Please - and was previously seen on the
Bellevue stage as the Monster in Young

Frankenstein. When Fred isn't performing, he enjoys
trymg out new recipes in his kitchen, reading a good book, trying to
overcome his writer's block and cuddling up with his two cats, Momo
and Virgil. He would especially like to thank his family and friends for
their boundless love and support; you all make me feel like the richest
man in town!




RANDY WALLACE (Uncle Billy) is happy to be returning
to the BLT. Randy has appeared in more than 30 area
productions, most recently in Hello, Dolly! (Judge,
Omaha Community Playhouse, 2024) and On Golden
Pond (Charlie, Chanticleer, 2024). This is Randy’s tenth
. show with BLT, going back to Amadeus in 2013. Other
favorite performances include Diary of Anne Frank (Lofte), Agatha
Christie’s Spider’s Web (BLT), Parade (OCP), Spamalot (Lofte), Catch
Me If You Can (BLT), Mary Poppins (Chanticleer), Hairspray (PACT), The
Music Man (BLT) and The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas (BLT). Much
love to my family, who will all be present for the final performance.
Happy Holidays!

ROBERT WAGNER (Mr Bailey) appears again at the BLT
for this production. Recent roles include Harry Pepper
in Barefoot in the Park at BLT, Quincey Morris in Dracula
77 at the Benson Theatre, Eric in Two On the Aisle, Three
In a Van at BLT, Zoltar in Big: The Musical at BLT and
after a 31-year hiatus, played Mike in the World
Premiere of Temporary Insanity. Robert's favorite role was as Sydney
Cochrane in Neil Simon's California Suite (1990), performed in
Garlstadt Germany where he was serving in the US Army as a Cavalry
Scout. In addition to acting, he is a Software QA Engineer by trade,
husband, dad, writer and unrepentant nerd.

Setting & Time

The Time: 1919-1945 Setting: Bedford Falls, New York

*There will be a 15 intermission between acts*



Production Staff

. D LAUREEN PICKLE (Director) holds Bachelor’s,
Master’s and Doctoral degrees in music and is an
active local performer, stage director, and music
director. She served as Stage Director for the BLT’s
production of Oliver, Mame, 1776, Brigadoon,
Oklahoma, Best Little Whorehouse in Texas, Little

i Shop of Horrors, The Fantasticks, Big Fish, Catch Me If
; WSS You Can, Forever Plaid/The Taffetas and Big, and as
Music Director for Kismet, The Fantasticks, Forever Plaid/The Taffetas,
Grease, A Little Night Music and most recently, The Prom. Laureen
served as Stage Director for Sweeney Todd and Peter Pan at the
Chanticleer Theater. She served as Music Director for Chanticleer’s
productions of La Cage aux Folles, Meet Me in St. Louis, South Pacific,
and West Side Story. Off-stage, Laureen joyfully serves as the Artistic
Director of Master-Singers. She does, actually, have a little spare time
and fills it with gardening, arranging music, and working on her 118-
year-old house. Love to her too many cats.

JOHN ARNSDOREFF (Asst Director/Props) discovered
his love of theater on our stage at the age of 11, and
has appeared in many BLT productions since. Most
recently, John played Inspector Kemp in BLT’s Young
Frankenstein, and as Archibald Craven in Mills
Masquers’ production of The Secret Garden. John
performs regularly with MasterSingers Omaha.




JIM FARMER (Clarence/Scenic Designer) is thrilled to
return to the BLT. He is thrilled to be cast in this
show, as the story is near and dear to his heart. Jim
started his community theater journey 13 years ago
at Bellevue Little Theatre as Angus MacGuffie in
Brigadoon. Having performed in 40+ shows, his
favorite roles include Scrooge from A Christmas
Carol, Gary from Noises Off, Pirelli from Sweeney Todd and General
Waverly from BLT’s production of White Christmas. When Jim was
asked to be the Scenic Designer, he jumped at the chance. The set for
Wonderful Life was fairly straight-forward. Jim wanted the pieces to
be functional, but to be able to be moved easily, as there are many
scenes for this show. He’s hoping the design will complement the
director’s vision and expedite scene changes. As always, love to Mark,
Susie, Camryn, Servando, Juelyus and Wankan Hdi.

JOEY LORINCZ (Light Designer) is a carpenter, scenic
and lighting designer. This is Joey’s 57" show with
the BLT and 199" overall. His recent lighting designs
include: Spamalot (OEAA Winner), Something
Rotten! (OEAA Nomination), Beauty & the Beast and
The Addams Family (OEAA Nomination) (Ralston
Community Theatre) and White Christmas, A Little
Night Music and Almost, Maine (OEAA Nomination)
(BLT). Joey would like to thank his wife, Erin, their two boys Elijah &
Teddy and their daughter Hazel, for letting daddy do what he loves.

JOE MOKRYCKI (Sound Designer) has been working
in sound design/production for a number of years.
His latest productions at the BLT were Young
Frankenstein, Barefoot in the Park, Agnes of God,
White Christmas, The Prom, A Little Night Music
(OEAA Nomination) and White Christmas. Joe wants
| to thank his wife and son.




RILEY POPE (Stage Manager) is excited for another
Christmas at Bellevue! Past credits include Frenchy
(Grease), Emma Nolan (The Prom), White Christmas
(props/tech) and Ensemble (Young Frankenstein) at
BLT, and Connie (A Chorus Line), On Golden Pond
(Props) and Beauty and the Beast Jr. (Props) at
Chanticleer. She is the Chairman of Marketing for
the BLT. She thanks Laureen for the last decade of
beautiful artistry and her dad Pat for his hard work and courage. Her
free time is spent as a collector and historian of Roger Miller - quiz her
onit.

BRANDY PRETTYMAN (Projectionist) is thrilled to be
back at Bellevue Little Theatre! You may have
recently caught her bringing quirky characters to life
in the ensemble of Young Frankenstein at Bellevue
Little Theatre or Table Grace, The Musical. Outside of
the theater, Brandy is the creative force behind
Indigo Cottage Crafts, her own cozy art studio in

o Papillion, where she nurtures local creativity. When
she's not dreammg up new projects, Brandy loves curling up with a
good book or diving into her latest writing and art endeavors. Most
days, you'll spot her with a towering latte in hand, jotting down
poetic musings before they escape!

LEAH SKORUPA-MEZGER (Costume Designer) is very
excited to be back at the BLT. She works as a
costume designer around the metro area including
designs for Something Rotten! (OEAA winner), The
Addams Family (OEAA winner) and Spamalot (OEAA

¥ Winner) at Ralston Community Theater. Her work
f1 was last seen at BLT in Young Frankenstein, White

: “® Christmas and The Prom. She sends all her love and

thanks to her husband, Tom and her 3 boys, Alex, Malcolm and Ziggy
for all their support.
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