
Welcome to the 

Bellevue Little Theatre! 

 

To Our Friends and Patrons, 

The Board of Directors of the Bellevue Little Theatre extends a warm 

welcome to our 56th Season! 

First and foremost, we would like to express our deepest gratitude to 

our loyal season ticket holders. Your continued support and 

investment in the Bellevue Little Theatre are the cornerstones of our 

success. If you have yet to become a season ticket holder, we 

encourage you to do so. 

Our season would not be possible without the generous support of 

our Sponsors and Contributors. Your contributions are invaluable and 

greatly appreciated. Each of you is acknowledged in every program 

throughout the year, reflecting our gratitude for your essential role in 

helping us deliver top-notch productions. 

Since its inception over 50 years ago, the Bellevue Little Theatre has 

been dedicated to fostering an inclusive and safe environment. We 

strive to ensure that every community member feels a sense of 

belonging, regardless of ethnicity, age, gender, disability, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, religion, country of origin, or other 

factors. We hope that everyone involved in our productions, whether 

onstage or behind the scenes, recognizes their importance to the 

BLT. We welcome everyone to auditions and invite inquiries about 

other available positions within the theatre. 

Thank you for being part of our vibrant theatre community. We look 

forward to sharing this remarkable season with you. 

Joey Lorincz 

President/Treasurer, BLT Board of Directors 



The 56th Season has 
been dedicated to 
Robin A Klusmire 

 

 
 

May 5 1954 ~ April 24, 2024 
 



Gold & Silver Patrons 

Gold Patrons 

Mark Anding 

Gordon & Clara Sue Arnsdorff 

Elizabeth & Gary Edwards 

Bob & Lorraine Jeffus 

Sandra Kunneman 

K. Wayne & Carole Lainof 

Leslie Pahre 

Dr Victoria Roche 

Sissy Katelman Silber 

Mary Sullivan 

Irene Wolfe 

Dr Anthony J Yonkers 

 

 

Silver Patrons 

Linda Head MD 

James & Donna Peet Laurenti 

Anthony Secrist 

Sharon Strawn

 

 

Season Ticket Winner 
Charleen Anderson 

 

 

 

 

 



Production Sponsors 
For Young Frankenstein 

Bravo National Dance & Talent Competition (Stagehand)  

Friends of the BLT (Underwriter) 

For It’s a Wonderful Life 

Clara Sue & Gordon Arnsdorff (Designer) 

For The Girl on the Train 

Hillcrest (Stagehand) 

 

For The Sound of Music 

Friends of the BLT (Stagehand) 

Sandy Thompson Family (Stagehand) 

For Moriarty 

Friends of the BLT (Stagehand) 

Sponsorship Levels 

STAGEHAND 

$500 

-15 Tickets for production 

-Quarter page in program 

 

DESIGNER 

$1000 

-20 Tickets for production 

-Poster in lobby 

-Half page in program 

-Advertisement on website 

 



Underwriter/Partner Levels 

UNDERWRITER 

$2000 

-30 Tickets for production; 10 Tickets for remainder of season 

-Poster in lobby 

-Full page in program 

-Advertisement on website, print materials 

-Cocktail party following a performance 

 

 

ORCHESTRA UNDERWRITER 

$4000 

-60 Tickets for Opening Night; 20 Tickets for remainder of season 

-Recognition in prerecorded announcement or during curtain speech 

& on title page of program 

-Poster in lobby 

-Full page in program 

-Advertisement on website, print materials 

-Cocktail party following a performance 

 

 

MUSICAL PRODUCING PARTNER 

$8000 

-125 Tickets for Opening Night; 40 Tickets for remainder of season 

-Recognition in prerecorded announcement or during curtain speech 

& on title page of program 

-Poster in lobby 

-Full page in program 

-Advertisement on website, print materials 

-Cocktail party following a performance 

-Use of theater for an event during the summer 

 



The Sound of Music 
Music by Richard Rodgers 

Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II 

Book by Howard Lindseay and Russel Crouse 

 

Director 

Jeff Garst 

Music Director 

Michael O’Brien 

Choreographer 

Kerri Jo Richardson-Watts 

Sound Designer 

Joe Mokrycki 

Scenic/Lighting Designer 

Joey Lorincz 

Stage Manager 

Krista Freimuth 

Props & Set Dresser 

Jim Farmer 

Costume Designer 

Sara Scheidies 

Children’s Director 

Claire Mahoney 

Asst Stage Manager 

Arson Starkloff-Crane 

Asst Choreographer 

Jason DeLong

Performance materials provided by 

Concord Theatricals 

on behalf of The Rodgers & Hammerstein Organization 
 

Rehearsal and performance tracks provided by 

Right on Cue Services 

 

Production Logo and Poster Graphic Artist: Barbara Boicourt 

Copyright law prohibits the use of electronic recording devices. 



Production Crew 
Board Operator   Julia Harker, Caleb Latta 

Set Build/Paint Crew   Joey Lorincz  

Backstage Crew   Colleen Ostdiek, Scott Blake 

…………………………………………. …..Leanne Gonzalez, Tim Gydesen 

Spot Operators    Milo Bauer 

Playbelle Editor   Joey Lorincz   

Box Office/Season Tickets  Toni Menear  

Production Committee   Toni Menear, Jim Farmer, 

…………………………………………..Eric Henery-Cavanaugh,  

…………………………………………..Mark Reid, Joey Lorincz 

…………………………………………..Todd Uhrmacher, Riley Pope 

Interpreters on April 11   Jamy Elker, Traci Patzner 

Lobby Display courtesy of  Barb & Emmett Egr 

      

 

BLT Board of Directors 

Joey Lorincz                                               President/Treasurer 

Toni Menear                                          Vice President 

Clara Sue Arnsdorff                     Corresponding Secretary 

Lauren Gilmore                                              Recording Secretary 

Eric Henery-Cavanaugh                                   Member at Large 

 

Jenny Cupak-Carroll 

Jim Farmer 

Adam Fulbright 

Tom Gilmore 

Gary Groff 

Brian Henning 

Pam Johnson 

Riley Pope 

Mark Reid 

Sara Scheidies 

Sara Scott 

Todd Uhrmacher

 



2024-25 Contributors 
Angels.............................................$2,500 and Up

Friends of the BLT 

 

Producers.....................................................$1000-$2,499

Clara Sue & Gordon Arnsdorff 

Louise Durant 

Victoria Roche 

Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society 

 

Directors........................................................................$500 - $999

Rod & Cindy Anderson  

Susan Hester/Edward Jones 

Hillcrest 

Rosemary Pauley 

       & Tim Daugherty 

Greg & Kris Ongert 

Sandy Thompson Family 

Bravo National Dance 

      & Talent Competition 

Builders..........................................................................$250 - $499

Bill Gaus 

Steve Gentle  

Linda Head, M.D. 

James & Donna Peet-Laurenti 

 

Donors......................................................................................$100 - $249

Carol Broderick 

Patricia Cangelosi 

Janet Haake 

Mike Markey 

Brian Moti 

Marilyn Parker 

Lloyd & Betty Russo 

Sara Sullivan

 

 



 

Friends.........................................................................................$50 - $99 

Scott & Carrie Bagnell 
Robert & Deanna Cline 

Elizabeth & Gary Edwards 

Annabelle Keene 

Janet Keplinger 

Shari Moseley 

Bonnie White 

Supporters.................................................................................up to $49 

Lloyd & Retha Dowding 

Debbie Halley 

Sharon Jedlicka 

Marilyn Mikula 

Marta Nieves 

Beverly Novotny 

Sissy Katelman Silber 

Rick Stone 

George & Cheryl Weber 

Sandy Zdan 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------- 

 

For Robin Klusmire Memorial:

Debbie Cline 

Gary & Carol Miller 

William & Janis Dwyer 

John & Janet Macklin 

Michael & Janet Branner 

Steve Rau 

Clara Sue & Gordon Arnsdorff 

Sherry Fletcher 

Gary & Paula Groff

 

For Brian Callaghan Memorial:

John Wagner & Carolyn McNamara 

Walt Jesteadt & Donna Neff 

Gene & Deborah Bredin 

Giles Monif 

Renee & Michael Chekal 

Clara Sue & Gordon Arnsdorff 

Toni Menear 

Douglas & Kim Lee Regier 

Tamara Teten

 

For Nelson Lampe Memorial:

Michelle & Bob Bandel 

Cheryl Carlson 

Susan Collins 

MK Desjardins 

Carol Huffman 

Linda Jess 

Erin Kershner 

Douglas Lampe 

Mary Larson

 



 

Promoting the arts and artists through community, 

inspiration, programs, sponsored art shows, artist of 

the month, awards and community involvement. 

Contact pullumjane@aol.com to learn more 

 



 

James T Biskup, M.D.                 Keri Lazure, PA-C 

Carmen Magistro, PA-C             NIcole Weedman, 

PA-C 

STEVE’S FLOOR COVERING, INC. 

“Quality Service Since 1978” 

Sales • Installation • Carpet • Laminate • Vinyl •  

Hardwood • Re-stretches • Repairs 

 

 

2223 Madison Street, Bellevue, NE  68005  402-291-2158 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 

Congratulations on 56 years! 

 



 

 



 

1006 S 74th Plz  Omaha, NE 

531-721-2099         Ata Rodgers- Owner 

Nicole Chizek- General Manager 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cast 
Maria Rainer...................................................................Kaitlyn Severson 

Captain Georg von Trapp.........................................................Chris Latta 

Elsa Schrader...........................................................................Katy Kepler 

Max Dettweiler.....................................................................Jack Gilreath 

Mother Abbess.................................................................Michele Adkins 

Sister Berthe..........................................................Shelly Rutz-Mendicino 

Sister Margaretta................................................................Mairi Johnson 

Sister Sophia/Fraulein Schweiger...............................................Liz Atrick 

Liesl von Trapp.....................................................................Laily Eldridge 

Friedrich von Trapp......................................................Wyatt Bourgeois^ 

Friedrich von Trapp.................................................Timothy Herrington* 

Louisa von Trapp...................................................................E.J. Garrett^ 

Louisa von Trapp................................................................Marsaili Kelly* 

Brigitta von Trapp.......................................................Addley Brodhead* 

Brigitta von Trapp...............................................................Vienna Maas^ 

Kurt von Trapp......................................................Spencer Walter Blake* 

Kurt von Trapp.............................................................Caden Meadows^ 

Marta von Trapp.................................................................Clare Lyones^ 

Marta von Trapp..................................................................Jane Moody* 

Gretl von Trapp.................................................................Marcy Ehrhart* 

Gretl von Trapp...................................................................Claire Flower^ 

Rolf................................................................................Brendan Simoens 

Franz..............................................................................Jacob Herrington 

Frau Schmidt.........................................................................Amayah Rice 

Ursula.........................................................................................Aidan Hay 

Herr Zeller..........................................................................Vincent Brown 

Baron Elberfeld........................................................Christopher Johnson 

Baroness Elberfeld........................................................Kimberly Hannan 

Admiral von Schrieber..............................................................Ben Webb  

 

^Performing March 28/30; April 5/11/13 

*Performing March 29; April 4/6/12 



Musical Numbers- Act I 
Scene One: NONNBERY ABBEY 

‘Preludium’...............................................................................Nuns 

Scene Two: A MOUNTAINSIDE NEAR THE ABBEY 

‘The Sound of Music’..............................................................Maria 

Scene Three/Four: OFFICE OF MOTHER ABBESS/CORRIDOR 

‘Maria’........................................................Mother Abbess & Nuns 

‘My Favorite Things’.................................Maria & Mother Abbess 

Scene Five: VON TRAPP VILLA 

‘Do-Re-Mi’............................................Maria & von Trapp children 

Scene Six: OUTSIDE THE VILLA 

‘Sixteen Going on Seventeen’.......................................Rolf & Liesl 

Scene Seven: MARIA’S BEDROOM 

‘The Lonely Goatherd’.........................Maria & von Trapp children 

Scene Eight: HALLWAY IN THE VILLA 

‘The Lonely Goatherd (reprise)’..............................................Gretl 

Scene Nine/Ten: TERRACE OF THE VILLA/HALLWAY 

‘How Can Love Survive?’..................Max, Elsa, Captain von Trapp 

‘The Sound of Music’ (reprise)........................von Trapp children, 

………………………………………….Captain von Trapp, Maria 

Scene Eleven: VON TRAPP VILLA 

‘So Long, Farewell’............................................von Trapp children 

Scene Twelve: CORRIDOR IN THE ABBEY 

‘Morning Hymn’.......................................................................Nuns 

Scene Thirteen: OFFICE OF MOTHER ABBESS 

‘Climb Ev’ry Mountain’..............................Mother Abbess & Nuns 



Musical Numbers- Act II 
Scene One: TERRACE OF THE VILLA 

‘The Lonely Goatherd (reprise)’............Max & von Trapp children 

‘My Favorite Things (reprise)’.............Maria & von Trapp children 

‘No Way to Stop It’...........................Elsa, Max, Captain von Trapp 

‘An Ordinary Couple’............................Maria & Captain von Trapp 

Scene Two: CORRIDOR IN THE ABBEY 

Scene Three: OFFICE OF MOTHER ABBESS 

‘Gaudeamus Domino’..............................................................Nuns 

Scene Four: CLOISTER 

‘Maria’ (reprise).......................................................................Nuns 

‘Confitemini Domino’...............................................................Nuns 

Scene Five: VON TRAPP VILLA 

‘Sixteen Going on Seventeen’ (reprise).....................Maria & Liesl 

Scene Six: CONCERT HALL STAGE 

‘Do-Re-Mi’ (reprise)’..............................Maria, Captain von Trapp, 

…………………………………………………von Trapp children 

‘Edelweiss’.............................................Maria, Captain von Trapp, 

…………………………………………………von Trapp children 

‘So Long, Farewell’ (reprise).................Maria, Captain von Trapp, 

…………………………………………………von Trapp children 

Scene Seven: GARDEN OF THE ABBEY 

‘Finale Ultimo: Climb Ev’ry Mountain’......Mother Abbess & Nuns 

 

 



Meet the Cast 

MICHELE ADKINS (Mother Abbess) is excited to be 
making her Bellevue Little Theatre debut! Local 
audiences may recognize her from Chanticleer 
productions such as A Chorus Line (2024), A Christmas 
Story (2023), Kate in The Pirates of Penzance (2023), 
Maud Dunlop in The Music Man (2020/2021), LuLu in 

Cabaret (2018) and Sweeney Todd (2016). She gratefully acknowledges 
the love and support of her husband, Dan, and their amazing children 
(and granddaughter!), whose constant reminders that love, music 
and cats are the best medicine to keep her heart singing. Enjoy the 
show! 
 

LIZ ATRICK (Sister Sophia) is thrilled to be performing 
at Bellevue Little Theatre for the first time, as well as 
returning to the stage after several years of all work 
and no play, or rather, no plays. 
 
 

 

SPENCER WALTER BLAKE (Kurt von Trapp) is excited 
to be debuting at the BLT stage! He has been the co-
lead in all three plays he's tried out for from 4th grade 
to 6th at Wake Robin Elementary. He is very excited to 
be a part of this production, and to learn from the best! 

 
 
 

WYATT BOURGEOIS (Friedrich von Trapp) is an ardent 
player. His zeal for storytelling expresses itself in many 
collaborated skits and performances during family get-
togethers. Official roles have included Ned Poins in 
King Henry IV and Pete Bailey in It's a Wonderful Life at 
the Bellevue Little Theatre. This is his second 

performance with the BLT. 



ADDLEY BRODHEAD (Brigitta von Trapp) is a 12-year-
old student that has found a passion for theater. This 
will be her second performance with Bellevue Little 
Theatre. Addley made her debut this past summer in a 
local production called Table Grace the Musical. She 
recently played Young Mary in It's a Wonderful Life. 

When Addley is not busy on the stage, she also enjoys competing 
with her basketball team, attending school, spending time with her 
friends/family and playing the cello. Addley hopes you enjoy the 
show!  

VINCENT BROWN (Herr Zeller) is excited to make his 
community theater debut at Bellevue Little Theatre! A 
recent graduate of Ralston High School, he previously 
took on the roles of Miss Trunchbull in Matilda and 
Jonny in Zombie Prom. Vince is thrilled to be part of this 
production and grateful for the opportunity to 

continue his theater journey. He would like to thank his friends, family 
and the cast and crew for their support. Enjoy the show!  

MARCY EHRHART (Gretl von Trapp) is 7 years old and is 
so excited to be making her stage debut at BLT. She 
even gets to share the stage with her mom, who is 
playing Elsa Schraeder. She has taken theatre classes 
at the Rose and the Omaha Community Playhouse, and 
at home can usually be found singing, dancing, 

drawing, crafting or doing anything creative. Marcy wants to thank 
her cat Skip for her support and handshakes. She would also like to 
thank her dad! 

LAILY ELDRIDGE (Liesl) is very excited to be a part of 
her first production at the Bellevue Little Theatre. She 
is a junior attending school at Millard North High 
School. She loves everything she is involved in at 
school, including show choir, her all girls acapella 
group, Nova, and Junior Class Board. When she isn't on 

stage, you'll find her working at her after school care job at Lifegate 
Christian School or out to eat with her friends. Laily would like to 
thank her parents, Shireen and Micah, her siblings, and her best 
friend, Macie, for always being in support of her dreams! 



CLAIRE FLOWER (Gretl von Trapp) is thrilled to be 
making her theatrical debut at Bellevue Little Theatre! 
She has always loved performing and is excited to 
bring her passion to the stage for the first time. When 
she’s not acting, she enjoys learning ballet, reading and 
spending time with her cousins. Claire would like to 

thank her family and friends for their love and support, as well as her 
fellow cast members, crew and the creative team for making this 
such a wonderful experience!  

 

E.J. GARRETT (Louisa von Trapp) is excited to be 
performing in her first BLT production as Louisa in The 
Sound of Music. It is her 10th year studying musical 
theatre at Bellevue Dance Academy (BDA) and she has 
appeared in many productions, most recently in Oliver 
Jr, The Addams Family, Newsies and Shrek Jr. as 

Pinocchio. EJ dances for BDA as well and especially enjoys Jazz. As a 
freshman at Bellevue East, she’s involved in French club, GSA club and 
theatre all while maintaining a 4.1+ GPA. While she has a strong 
passion for the stage, EJ also enjoys reading, creative writing, art and 
spending time with friends and family. 

 
 

JACK GILREATH (Max Dettweiler) is thrilled to be back 
with BLT. Jack first took the stage for BLT way back in 
the 1998 production of Gypsy. Jack spent his high 
school days involved in choir and theater at Omaha 
North. Jack has also been in several productions at 
RCT, including Footloose which was performed here at 

BLT. After taking a long break from performing, Jack returned to the 
stage most recently at RCT as the Scarecrow in The Wizard of Oz. I 
would like to thank my friends and family for their continuous love 
and support. I couldn’t be more excited to be part of this amazingly 
talented cast and crew in this timeless show! 

 



KIMBERLY HANNAN (Baroness Elberfeld) is excited to 
make her Bellevue Little Theatre debut with The Sound 
of Music. Her last stage performance was 16 years ago 
in the Ralston Community Theatre production of Li’l 
Abner. Kim has worked as a dental assistant in Papillion 
for the past 11 years.  She enjoys playing board games, 

reading books and spending time with family and friends. She wants 
to thank her wonderful husband Corey, and their three children 
Connor (13), Liam (10) and Isla (7) for their continued support. 

AIDAN HAY (Ursula) is excited to be making her 
Bellevue Little Theatre debut. She holds a BA in 
Theatre from the University of Nebraska Omaha. Some 
of her favorite roles include Charlotte Corday in The 
Revolutionists, #14 in The Wolves and Demi in Colonel’s 
Chicken. She’s grateful to be returning to theater with 

the show that made her fall in love with theater in the first place. 
She’d like to thank her family for their ever-constant support. 

JACOB HERRINGTON (Franz) is excited to be joining 
Bellevue Little Theatre’s production of The Sound of 
Music. This will be his first theatrical performance in 
over 20 years. Off stage, he enjoys playing games, 
spending time with family, working as a Product 
Manager and volunteering with his local church as a 

Youth Leader and Music Director. He is excited to have the 
opportunity to share the stage with such a great cast and especially 
with his son Tim. Jacob wants to thank his wife Mary, three children 
(Tim, AJ and Lydia) and Dave and Sherrie McDonald for all their 
support. 

TIMOTHY HERRINGTON (Friedrich von Trapp) is 
ecstatic to be making his debut in Bellevue Little 
Theatre’s The Sound of Music. He is an 8th grader at 
Papillion Middle School and participates in their show 
choir, Reflections, as well as in their drama club. Tim 
wants to thank all of those who supported him acting 
and performing. 



CHRISTOPHER JOHNSON (Baron Elberfeld) has been a 
part of a number of productions from the storybook 
tales of Rodgers and Hammerstein's Cinderella and Into 
the Woods to more contemporary works like 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, Next to Normal, 
even fighting off a giant man-eating plant in Little Shop 

of Horrors and even becoming the monster in Monstersongs, along 
with the Secret Garden and Heathers. He’d like to thank his friends and 
loved ones for their undying support with his endeavors and hopes 
that you enjoy the show!  
 

MAIRI JOHNSON (Sister Margaretta) is thrilled to be 
returning for her second show on the BLT stage. Mairi 
was last seen as Mary Hatch in It's a Wonderful Life. 
Mairi appeared in over 15 shows in the Twin Cities area, 
Minnesota including The Wizard of Oz (Dorothy, St. 
Odilia Community), Happy Prince (Angel, SOC), Hello! 

My Baby (Betty Gold, Mounds View High School) and Three 
Musketeers” (D’Artagnan, MVHS). Mairi was the lead storyteller at the 
Princess Court, Minnesota Renaissance Festival. With her short stint 
in the Nebraska area coming to a close, Mairi would like to thank the 
friends and wonderful community that made it so memorable. 
 

MARSAILI KELLY (Louisa von Trapp) is excited to make 
her stage debut at the Bellevue Little Theatre. She is a 
very active 6th grader with too many hobbies to list. 
Her passions include: her family and friends, traveling, 
the outdoors, school, reading, sports, piano and now 
thanks to this wonderful experience, acting. Thank 

you, BLT, and thank you patrons and theatergoers for your support. 
She hopes you enjoy the show. 
 
 
 
 



KATY KEPLER (Elsa Schrader) is thrilled to return to the 
BLT stage after having appeared as Corie in last 
season’s production of Barefoot in the Park and 
directing The Best Christmas Pageant Ever in 2021. 
Better still, she's here alongside her daughter Marcy, 
who is playing Gretl! Katy is also the Mobile Theatre 

Director at the Omaha Community Playhouse, where she is able to 
create radically accessible theatre experiences for people with 
disabilities. A big thank you to Kevin for all of their support along the 
way!  

CHRIS LATTA (Captain Georg von Trapp) is an actor, 
singer and conductor. He is a regular performer with 
both the Bellevue Little Theatre and Ralston 
Community Theater. His most recent appearances 
include the ensemble of Young Frankenstein (BLT) and 
as the Wizard in The Wizard of Oz (RCT). He was a vocal 

music teacher for 20 years, the majority of which was with the 
Bellevue Public Schools. He is a proud father of 2 and devoted 
husband to his wife, the very talented accompanist, Meg Latta. 

 
CLARE LYONS (Marta von Trapp) is thrilled to make her 
Bellevue Little Theatre debut! She is 11 years old and 
attends St. Cecilia Cathedral school. She loves all things 
musical theater and studies voice and jazz/tap dance. 
Her previous theatre credits include the role of 
Munchkin/Youth Ensemble in The Wizard of Oz at the 

Ralston Community Theatre, Little Cosette/Gavroche’s Gang member 
in the Millard West High School production of Les Misérables and 
Youth Ensemble in A Christmas Story the musical at The Rose Theater. 
In her spare time enjoys playing soccer, cooking, and spending time 
with her family, friends and two dogs. 
 
 



VIENNA MAAS (Brigitta von Trapp) is excited to be 
back on the BLT stage! She was previously seen as 
Youg Violet/Janie in It’s A Wonderful Life and Susan in 
White Christmas. Other favorite credits include Mary 
Lennox in Secret Garden (Mills Masquers), Tiny Tim in A 
Christmas Carol (OCP), Madison in School of Rock (OCP) 

and Lulu in the First National Tour of Waitress. Vienna can also be 
seen in local commercials and films. When not performing, she loves 
Trampoline/Tumbling and bike riding with friends. She is excited to 
perform with this talented cast, and hopes you enjoy the show! 
 
 

CADEN MEADOWS (Kurt von Trapp) is thrilled to make 
his BLT debut! He is pretty sure Kurt is the best role 
ever, but favorite past opportunities: Finding Nemo, Jr. 
(OCP), Broadway Junior Revue: Raise Your Voice (OCP), 
Nutcracker Delights (Ever After Productions), walking 
the runway at Omaha Fashion Week (Develop Model 

Management) and playing the lead role of Hero in a recent 
commercial (Great Plains Motion Picture Company). Caden is a fourth 
grader, and when he is not performing, he loves playing with Legos, 
reading and learning about history—especially WWII. Caden would 
like everyone to know how grateful he feels to share the BLT stage 
with such a welcoming and talented cast and crew! 
 
 

JANE MOODY (Marta von Trapp) is honored to make 
her theater debut in one of the most iconic and 
beloved musicals ever! She couldn’t be more thrilled 
for the opportunity to work with such a great cast and 
crew, including her Marta partner, Clare. When Jane 
isn’t on stage, she enjoys playing basketball and piano, 

hanging out with friends and being a 4th grader at Washington 
Elementary School. She wants to thank her mom and dad for their 
love and support, her sister Lydia, her two dogs Wrigley and Betty, 
and most of all, her voice teacher, Elizabeth Bennett, for encouraging 
her to audition at Bellevue Little Theatre! 
 
 



AMAYAH RICE (Frau Schmidt) is a versatile performer 
whose talents span singing, dancing and acting. With a 
foundation in musical theater, she has captivated 
audiences through powerful vocals, expressive dance 
and compelling stage presence. Amayah is currently a 
Junior at UNO working on her BA in Musical theater. 

Known for her dedication and energy, she brings authenticity and 
charisma to each performance, aiming to create impactful and 
memorable experiences. Amayah continues to push creative 
boundaries, always seeking new opportunities to inspire and connect 
through the arts. She wants to thank her family, her friends and 
everyone who has helped her on the path to where she is now! 
 
 

SHELLY RUTZ-MENDICINO (Sister Bertha) is in her first 
production at Bellevue Little Theatre. She was born 
and raised in Council Bluffs, and recently returned to 
the Omaha area after finishing college and professional 
school. She has previously been seen on stage at 
Chanticleer Theater in Pirates of Penzance (Ruth), A 

Christmas Story and A Chorus Line (Tricia). Outside of the theater 
world, she works as a veterinarian. Shelly would like to thank her 
partner, Michael, and their two boys, Vincent and Theodore, for all of 
their support and love. 
 
 

KAITLYN SEVERSON (Maria Rainer) is thrilled to be 
playing Maria in The Sound of Music. Previous stage 
credits include Judy in White Christmas, Mal in 
Descendants and Mayzie LaBird in Seussical. When she's 
not performing, Kaitlyn can be found sewing, dancing 
and biking. She would like to extend her heartfelt 

thanks to her parents, friends and God for their unwavering love and 
support. 
 
 

 

 



BRENDAN SIMOENS (Rolf) is ecstatic to be playing! He 
grew up in a music-loving house leading to a very early 
admiration for music. This led to his love of singing, 
performing, composing, along with learning to play 
many instruments, such as drums, ukulele, piano, 
marimba and more! A few of his previous roles include 

Phil Davis in White Christmas, Jack in Into the Woods, Albert in Newsies 
and Matt in The Fantasticks. He also loves solving Rubik's cubes, 
learning about and making coffee and choreographing and 
instructing line dancing all across the US. Brendan would love to 
thank his phenomenal high school theatre director Tyler Orvis, and his 
high school choir director, Chris Work.  

 

BEN WEBB (Admiral von Schrieber) is thrilled to be 
making his BLT debut as a part of this beloved classic. 
He got his start in theater in 2019 with the Florentine 
Players where he was Doctor Spivey in One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo's Nest, Mr. Dunlap in Suite Surrender (OEAA 
nominated best actor) and Professor R.E. Pugnant in 

last year's melodrama, to name a few. Ben is also an OEAA nominated 
stand-up comedian and improviser with Big Canvas, a local nonprofit 
that believes in comedy for everyone. He would like to thank his 
parents for their love and support and to each one of you for 
supporting live theater. 

 

Thank You. . . 
The cast and crew of The Sound of Music thank the following 

organizations and individuals for their contribution. 

City of Bellevue 

Analisa Louise Photography 

Ralston High School 

Jon & Tessie Flower 



Production Staff 
JEFF GARST (Director) is excited to return to the 
Bellevue Little Theatre. Previous directing credits 
include The Wizard of Oz (RCT), On Golden Pond 
(Chanticleer), Matilda and Newsies (Omaha JCC). Jeff 
is currently the theatre teacher and director at 
Ralston HS. When not directing, Jeff also performs 
and designs sets. Jeff's performance credits include 
Mitch Mahoney in The 25th……Spelling Bee (PACT), 

Ensemble/Hooligan in Kinky Boots! (OCP), and Michel in Murder on the 
Orient Express (BLT). When not engaged in some theatrical endeavor, 
Jeff can be found embroidering and hunched over an Excel 
spreadsheet, running his Survivor and Bachelorette Fantasy Leagues. 
He'd like to thank his partner, Amy, and his family for their infinite 
patience and flexible schedules that allow him to do what he loves!  

JIM FARMER (Props/Set Dresser) is thrilled to return 
to the Bellevue Little Theatre in a technical role. He 
so loves The Sound of Music that he jumped at the 
chance to be involved in any way. He has assisted in 
many productions including Dracula (Light Board 
Operator), Mary Poppins (Stage Manager), It’s A 
Wonderful Life (Set Builder), A Chorus Line (Assistant 
Director & Props), A Christmas Carol (Producer) and 

Noises Off (Producer). He is very thankful for the opportunity to share 
in his love of theater. As always, love to Mark, Susie, Camryn, 
Servando and Wankan Hdi. 

KRISTA FREIMUTH (Stage Manager) is an 
experienced stage manager who loves bringing 
productions to life from behind the scenes. Previous 
shows include: Dozynki (Ollie Webb), Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Into the Woods and 
A Chorus Line (Chanticleer), Mamma Mia! (PART), 
School of Rock (OCP), Practice House (Great Plains) 
and many more. She is excited to return to BLT as 

Stage Manager and is grateful for the opportunity to collaborate with 



such a talented cast and crew. By day, Krista works in IT at Mutual of 
Omaha, and in her spare time, she enjoys traveling to fantastical 
places. She sends a heartfelt thank you to her husband and son for 
their constant love and support. 

JOEY LORINCZ (Scenic/Light Designer) is an award-
winning designer. This is Joey’s 59th show with the 
BLT. His recent lighting designs include: Spamalot 
(OEAA Winner), Something Rotten! (OEAA 
Nomination) and The Addams Family (OEAA 
Nomination) (RCT); The Prom (OEAA nomination), 
The Girl on the Train and Almost, Maine (OEAA 
Nomination) (BLT). His recent set designs include: 

Something Rotten! (OEAA Nomination), A Funny Thing....Forum and 
Wizard of Oz (OEAA Nomination) (RCT); On Golden Pond (OEAA 
Nomination) and Streetcar Named Desire (OEAA Nomination) 
(Chanticleer); Murder on the Orient Express (OEAA Nomination), 
Temporary Insanity (OEAA Nomination) and The Girl on the Train 
(BLT). Joey would like to thank his wife, Erin, their two boys Elijah & 
Teddy and their daughter Hazel, for letting daddy do what he loves. 

 
CLAIRE MAHONEY (Children’s Director) is thrilled to 
be returning to BLT in such a unique role! For the 
past 6 years, Claire has been writing, directing, and 
producing children’s plays to young thespians all 
over the Omaha area. Her skillset has allowed her to 
create her own business that focuses on brining the 
arts to elementary students during the summer 
season. She is incredibly fortunate that Bellevue 

allowed her to expand her knowledge of directing youth actors 
through a full-length musical. Claire would like to thank Jesenia Corral 
for helping her realize how gifted she is in directing children. This has 
been an opportunity of a lifetime! 
 
 

 

 



JOE MOKRYCKI (Sound Designer) has been working 
in sound design/production for a number of years. 
His latest productions at the BLT were: The Girl on 
the Train, It’s a Wonderful Life, Young Frankenstein, 
Barefoot in the Park, Agnes of God, White Christmas 
(OEAA Winner), The Prom, A Little Night Music (OEAA 
Nomination) and White Christmas. Joe wants to 
thank his wife and son. 

MICHAEL O’BRIEN (Music Director) is thrilled to be 
making his BLT debut! He previously appeared as 
Hero in Ralston Community Theatre’s production of 
A Funny Thing…..Forum and has music directed 
numerous high school productions. His credits 
include Grease! at Greeley Central High School in 
Greeley, CO, as well as Zombie Prom and 9 to 5 at 
Ralston High School. Michael would like to thank his 

wonderful wife, Seara, for her unwavering support and for holding 
down the fort during long rehearsal hours! 

KERRI JO RICHARDSON-WATTS (Choreographer) is 
a long-time choreographer and dance educator in 
the area. Kerri has choreographed, performed in or 
produced nearly 30 area productions, some of her 
favorites include Big Fish (BLT), Mary Poppins 
(Chanticleer), Mame (BLT) and Something Rotten 
(RCT). She was nominated for an OEAA for Footloose 
(BLT). Kerri is the owner and creative director of 

Kerri's Dance Studio and the KDS Take Flight Competition team in 
Council Bluffs. Over the last 30 years, she has worked with thousands 
of young performers and has achieved numerous awards and titles 
including 10 National titles and Dance Educator of the Year in 2018. 
Kerri is also a national dance competition adjudicator for the Star 
Dance Alliance. Kerri's proudest accomplishments are her three 
children Mathew, Brady and Ryann. 



SARA SCHEIDIES (Costume Designer) is a 
professional costumer who has eight years of 
design experience in the southeastern Nebraska 
area. By day she works at Ibsen Costume Gallery, 
where she works on dozens of productions each 
year (including this one!). Some of Sara's favorite 
design credits include Between the Lines, The 
Lightning Thief and A Wrinkle in Time, all at the 

Brownville Village Theatre. She is also proud to have coordinated 
costumes for Omaha area productions like Agnes of God, Meet Me in 
St. Louis and A Little Night Music here at BLT, as well as She Kills 
Monsters, White Christmas and A Christmas Story at Chanticleer. Sara 
looks forward to her next adventure directing BLT's next production! 

ARSON STARKLOFF-CRANE (Asst Stage Manager) is 
thrilled to serve as the Assistant Stage Manager! 
With a background that blends artistry and 
discipline, they have worn many hats both on and 
off stage, including as Theo in Plot Points (VIA) and 
behind the scenes on A Chorus Line (Chanticleer). 
Beyond the stage, Arson proudly serves in the Air 
Force, where they hone their leadership and 

adaptability—qualities they bring to every production. With a passion 
for storytelling and service, Arson is committed to ensuring each 
performance runs seamlessly while supporting the creative vision 
behind the scenes. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Join us May 3rd! 

 

 

 

 



UP NEXT 

 

JUNE 6-22 



Our 2025-26 Season 
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7-23, 2025 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 16- 

February 1, 2026 

March 

13-29, 2026 

June 

5-21, 2026 


